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South West & M5 Branch News

PROUD SPONSORS OF JOHN THOMPSON’S AWAY KIT 
[image: image8.jpg]WANTED



John is yet another player to roll of the Forest Academy production line, the Irish teenager has long been regarded as one of the brightest talents in the wings at The City Ground.  He's a highly versatile performer. He collected the club's 'Young Player of the Year' award two seasons ago after producing a string of highly impressive displays as a central defender but can also operate with equal effect in midfield, as he has done at reserve level. 

Was captain of Forest's hugely successful Under 19 line-up last season but was forced to miss both legs of the F.A. Premier Academy League play-off final against Queens Park Rangers after picking up a knee injury against Everton in the semi-final. 
Birthplace:  Dublin 
DOB:  12/10/1981 

Position:  Midfielder 

Signed:  20/07/2001 

Honours:  Eire U 15's, 16’s, 17’s, 18’s 

Height:  6ft 1in 

Weight:  11st 12lb
From the Official Website www.nottinghamforest.co.uk 

LETTER FROM JOHN THOMPSON

I have the pleasure to announce that I have received a wonderful letter off John Thompson along with a signed photograph, the latter I shall scan for the next issue. 

The letter reads as follows:

Dear Dave, 

First of all, I would just like to thank you and the South West & M5 Branch of the Supporters Club for sponsoring my away kit. I am also delighted to accept your ‘honorary’ membership and look forward to reading further issues of the Branch Newsletter. It is extremely well put together and interesting. 

I enclose a signed photograph as requested. Looking forward to hearing from you, thanks again. 

John

NEXT BRANCH MEETING & QUIZ NIGHT

Provisionally booked for Wednesday April 25th 2002 at the RN Provost Headquarters Plymouth. 

2001/2002 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
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Membership currently stands at and 90 Branch Members and 1 honorary member in John Thompson. 

BRIGHT IDEA’S?
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In the last issue I asked for any ideas or suggestions to make the 2002/2003 Supporters Club Membership package more attractive. 

In this issue I am asking for ideas or suggestions for the South West & M5 Branch for the ‘close season’ and for the 2002/2003 season. I have already had a few suggestions by branch members and here is a list of those already put forward. 

· Continued sponsorship of John Thompson’s Away Kit for the 2002/2003 season. 
· Increase seating capacity for match day travel (see Page 5/6 for further details). 
· Increase travel to games to one game every 3 weeks and to include away games. 
· Arrange branch transport to a pre-season friendly game. 

· Branch trip to the Nottingham Forest Open Day at the City Ground (date to be published).  
· Quiz/Prize Draw Entry Fee. Pay one cheque for ‘x’ amount of issues (e.g. 5 for a tenner!)
WIN STERN JOHN’S SIGNED HOME SHIRT
Stern John kindly signed and donated the shirt presented to him at the Sponsors Luncheon to the Branch and with Stern now wearing the blue of local rivals Birmingham City the shirt has now been ‘classified’ A COLLECTORS ITEM. 

Tickets are now on sale at the very reasonable price of £1.00 each. Tickets are available from the Branch Secretary (address at the back of the newsletter) and will also be sold on the Branch Transport to games. Please make your cheques payable to NFSC SW & M5 Branch/Cash accepted on the transport.  

The draw will take place at the Crewe Alexander game on Saturday 13th April and remember you have got to be in to win!

At the time of going to print 23 out of 90 Branch Members had purchased tickets totalling £167 so, with only just over a month to go, please give your support to the branch and buy some tickets so we can be try and achieve the suggested target figure of £300.00.
BRANCH FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES
The draw for the Issue Six Prize was kindly drawn by Jim Woolford on the transport to the Millwall game and was won by Kevin Durrant yet again. Kevin chose the ‘Free Transport’ to the City Ground for the game against Wimbledon and also reclaims the title of ‘Golden Balls’ from Dennis Wheatley. 

The draw for the Issue Seven Prize was kindly made by Ken Astley who picked out John Parkes name and John has chosen a ‘free match ticket’ for the game against Crewe in April. 

‘First Forest Goal Scorer Sweepstake’ at the Millwall game was won by Nik Houldsworth after Marlon converted the late penalty for Forest. Nik kindly purchased £7.00 worth of Stern John Shirt Raffle Tickets with his winnings. As there was no goal scorer in the game against Wimbledon the branch profited by £13.00 (some tight ass didn’t pay up his £1.00 - feeling guilty? I should think so!) Thank you to everyone who took part.  

MATCH TICKETS

Match Tickets are only available through the Branch Secretary for the games that transport has been organised for.

Anyone requiring match tickets for the Crewe game on Saturday 13th April can they have their ticket requests with the Branch Secretary no later than Thursday 28th March? 
[image: image2.png]


 4
For all other games tickets must be individually purchased through the Nottingham Forest Ticket Booking Line on 0115 982 4499.  

BRANCH POLO SHIRTS

Polo Shirts are now available in either Red or White and have the design of the ‘Tricky Tree’ on the breast with NOTTINGHAM FOREST SUPPORTER CLUB above the crest and the INDIVIDUALS names under the crest (optional) or the Branch Motto (optional) or nothing. 
On the sleeve will be the Branch Crest (Outline of the South West with SOUTH WEST & M5 BRANCH around it)

Adults:

£15.00
Children’s: 
£11.25
(age 3 onwards)

Postage:
£1.50 per item
Anyone requiring a shirt please let the Branch Secretary know and please include the following information:

Name / Size / Colour / Quantity / Name or Branch Motto or Nothing

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
REVISED TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS
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As discussed with various branch members at the Millwall game there is a possibility that the discounted transport that I have at my disposal may not be available when required after the Wimbledon game. We are also starting to ‘outgrow’ the 12 seat mini bus due to the high number of members now wishing to travel on the branch transport to games which gives me a great deal of satisfaction so a larger capacity vehicle is really a must for next season.  

Therefore I have made numerous telephone calls enquiring about hiring a 15 or 17 seat mini bus from other sources. Unfortunately due to the time of departure and arrival time back it is not possible to hire a mini bus for the one day and therefore many companies quoted me prices which ranged from 'fair to middling; then to ridiculous then to the near 'how bl**dy much' price! I was surprised to see however that the two day hire does not differ greatly from hiring it for one day only! 
The good news is I have found a very reputable company who are able to offer us a good rental rate for an LDV Convoy 17 seat mini bus (as shown above) and the costs are as follows based on a return journey: 
	Passengers
	Cost

	17 
	£16.00

	16
	£17.50

	15
	£19.00

	14
	£20.50

	13
	£22.00

	12
	£23.50


This is fully inclusive of two named drivers, unlimited mileage and full insurance. Additional drivers are £11.75 inclusive of VAT per hire.
As you can see if we can get 17 passengers (driver is included in this number) then the cost is only £3.00 per head return journey above the current cost so not a major leap and I am sure you will all agree it is still excellent value for money. To achieve the aim and fill the transport for every game I am looking at 110% support from you the branch members so please help me help you. Can I also ask for volunteer drivers especially from the Plymouth area to offer your services more next season?  
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The LDV Convoy 17 seat mini bus has been booked for the final home game of the season against Crewe on the 13th of April. If you want to be ‘pencilled in’ for this game then please contact the Secretary. Note this game is subject to change at short notice! 

Payment for the transport (and tickets if ordered) must be with the Branch Secretary by Tuesday 2nd April 2002 at the latest unless agreed by prior arrangement. 

The closing date for payment for games and for the ordering of tickets is also promulgated in the ‘Dates for your Diary’ section of each newsletter. 
Also don’t forget if you intend using the Branch Transport then you must forward an ‘insurance cheque’ before travelling. Further details can be found on the ‘Branch Information Sheet’ which will be amended and re-issued in due course or by contacting Dave on 01752 219472 or 07814 617033. 
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	Sat 13 Apr 02
	Crewe Alexander (H)
	Kick Off 3.00
	Standby Places Only
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************************************************************************************

And the usual premiership update on our Midland neighbours!
Okay i still admit I made the 17th place one up it should b Bolton Wanderers  (







P    W   D   L   F     A     GD   PTS 





17  Man Utd   

29   6    12   11   31    44    -13     30 





18  Blackburn 
28   7    8    13   36    37     -1     29 
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19  D**by       

29   7    5    17   23    46    -23    22 





20  LIEcester 

29   3    9    17   19    51    -32    18
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Dare you look at your Horrorscope?


Here is your ‘Alternative Astrological Aspect’ for Pisces Feb 19 - Mar 20.


Love is nicely aspected, but a half full glass is never as good as a bird in the hand.


Lucky tipple: Guinness


Lucky Bird: Seagull.





�





NB. The discovery of Planet KX76 in our universe may render these predictions invalid!





Reproduced with kind permission of Pam Guyatt of the Plymouth Extra





�





Stationary! Stationary! Stationary!


Does anyone out there in the ‘great wide open’ have a wonderful boss who would like to donate office stationary to assist with the production of the Newsletter? 


My stationary cupboard is presently fairly well stocked but to produce the newsletter it is a fairly expensive business so any little would help especially the following: 


Stamps


Envelopes - Size C4


Avery Labels - Size L7164 


Samsung Laser ML6060 Toner Cartridge





Yours Grovelling 


The Editor 
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